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NEGEV DESERT REGION – PALAEOLITHIC WAVES #1 thru #4 – PRIMARY FAUNA 
Era Sites Fauna 

Acheulian 
Middle Acheulian 
ca. 850-990 ka  

Bizat Ruhama 
N Negev 
 (micro‐Acheulian) 

Bison, Equus tabeti, Pontoceros/Spirocerus antelope, Gazella 
(possible hippo, no longer locatable, unconfirmed) 

Later Acheulian 
n.d. 

Nahal Hesi 
N Negev 

Mostly Equus cf melkiensis (asinus); Bos; rare bovid Gazella?  

ca. 200 ka  
Azraq Basin, E‐Central 
Jordan (Y?) 

African fauna: Elephas antiquus (term. ad quem),  Bos primigenius, 
Dicerorhinus hemitoechus, wild ass and zebra, camel, hartebeest 

Middle Palaeolithic 
Early MP 
ca. 200 ka  

Rosh Ein Mor, 
Central Negev 
(Tabun D) 

Mediterranean mixed forest and grassy plains, more fluvial: Equus 
hemionus, ostrich 

Mid-MP Period  
but EMP tool industry 
ca. 105 ka  

Wadi Hasa, Jordan 
E of central Negev  

Mostly Equus hemionus/asinus, Equus sp.; also gazelle, Capra 
aegagrus (wild goat) 

Late MP 
ca. 50 ka 

Far’ah II  
N.Negev 

Mostly equids (Equus hemionis/asinus); Bos primigenius, Alcelaphus; 
rare camel, hippo (term. ad quem)  

Upper Palaeolithic 
EUP  ~60 to 150 ka 
n.d.  

Tor Aeid, Hamar, 
Humeima & Fawaz 
SW Jordan  
(Early Ahmarian) 

Equus asinus, G. gazella, Capra aegagrus, Capra ibex.  Canis aureus 
(Golden jackal)   

MUP  ~40 to 20 ka 
ca. 38-39 ka 

Abu Noshra II S 
Sinai (Lagaman) 

Marsh environment: Bos, equid, Capra ibex, gazelle 

ca. 32-34 ka Qadesh Barnea 
NE Sinai (Lagaman) 

(ditto) 

LUP  ~25 to 10 ka 
ca. 17-19 ka 

Ein Aqev,  
Central Negev  
(non‐Aurignacian) 

Equus hemionis (onager), Capra ibex, Gazella cf dorcas, Lepus 
europeaeus (hare), ostrich  



MP Mousterian  
Tabun D 

Hippo vs Rhino 

MP Mousterian 
Tabun B 
and 
MP Tabun C 
H. s. sapiens 

Onager vs 
Wild Goat 

Fallow (Dama) 
deer vs Wild boar 

Low, down –  Earth       :       High, up – Air 

Elusiveness, spirit       :       Boldness, fierceness    

Moisture, wet, water, river, lake – Cool       :       Dry land – Hot, fiery  

Middle Paleolithic Zoomorphs ( symbolic binary oppositions?) 



Har Karkom, central Negev, Israel 

Anati, E.1986. The Mountain of God. New York: Rizzoli 



Anati, E, Cottinelli L & Milland F. 1996. Il santuario più antico del mondo.  
Archeologia Viva 15,56:26-38. 



Anati, E.1986. The Mountain of God. New York: Rizzoli; fig. 6 



Anati, E, Cottinelli L & Milland F. 1996. Il santuario più antico del mondo.  
Archeologia Viva 15,56:26-38. 



Base Camp from ascent trail 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK5, Early Paleolithic, Acheulian  
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



Along the Trail Up to the Mesa Top 
Photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



Along the Trail Up to the Mesa Top 
Rounded boulder (approx ½ m height), ‘elephant’ 

Interpretation: James Harrod; Photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



Anati on trail on the hammada, Twin Peaks in distance 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



On the hamada, the Tool Survey Team, including JBH, 2nd from R 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Palaeolithic Sanctuary’, Early UP (Karkomian) 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, Late MP/ Early UP Transition 38-47 kya 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, Late MP/ Early UP Transition 38-47 kya 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, spiral circle of standing stones 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, South side of circle 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, triangular standing stone 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, north side standing stones 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, ‘owl’ stone 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, on ground #7 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, evocative stones on ground, #3, #4, #5 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, stones on ground, #6, #8 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, ‘equid head’ 
Identification: James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, ‘female figurine and profile head’ 
photos: Anati, E., Cottinelli, L, and Mailland, F. (1996). Il santuario piu antico del mondo. Archeologia Viva 15,56. 



HK86b, ‘Paleolithic Sanctuary’, ‘ibex engraving’ and ‘egg’ 
photos: Anati, E., Cottinelli, L, and Mailland, F. (1996). Il santuario piu antico del mondo. Archeologia Viva 15,56. 



MP Mousterian  
Tabun D 

Hippo vs Rhino 

MP Mousterian 
Tabun B 
and 
MP Tabun C 
H. s. sapiens 

Onager vs 
Wild Goat 

Fallow (Dama) 
deer vs Wild boar 

Low, down –  Earth       :       High, up – Air 

Elusiveness, spirit       :       Boldness, fierceness    

Moisture, wet, water, river, lake – Cool       :       Dry land – Hot, fiery  

Middle Paleolithic Zoomorphs ( symbolic binary oppositions?) 



HK148b, Aterian Middle Paleolithic 



HK148b, MP Aterian Hut Site, view from north, trail from HK96b 
 Photo: James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK148b, MP Aterian Hut Site 
L: view to East, valley; R: view to West, the Twin Peaks of HK 

 Photo: James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK148b, MP Aterian Hut Floor, stone figurines around perimeter 
 Identifications, James Harrod; illustration J. Rowland; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK148b, MP Aterian Hut Floor, ‘rhino / skull’ 
Identification: James Harrod; Photo: James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK148b, MP Aterian Hut Floor, ‘equid head’ 
Identification: James Harrod; Photo: James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK148b, MP Aterian Hut Floor, ‘ibex or wild sheep’ 
Identification: James Harrod; Photo: James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK148b, MP Aterian Hut Floor, L ‘elephant’; R ‘hippo’ 
Identification: James Harrod; Photo: James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK148b, MP Aterian Hut Floor, ‘Hexagon nucleus’ 

Identification: James Harrod; Photo: James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK19, Levantine Mousterian (Levallois) 



HK19A, MP Levantine Mousterian 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK19A and 19B, MP Levantine Mousterian 
L: HK19A ‘triangular creatrix’ and ‘equid head’, R: HK19B and HK19A ‘equid heads’ 

identification, James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK19B, MP Levantine Mousterian, stone cache in white stone circle 
 ‘3 elephants, 1 equid head, 1 preening waterbird,1 feline on ledge, 1 bear?, 2 flakes’ 

identification, James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK190 and HK190b, Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition 



White snake on the way to HK190 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK190b, MP Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition 
Har Karkom, Israel 

photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK190b, pick, ‘geometric’, MP Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition 
identification, James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK190b, ‘Triangular Creatrix’, MP Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition 
identification, James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK190b, ‘Rhomboid Creatrix’, MP Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition 
identification, James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK190b, ‘Rhomboid Creatrix’, MP Mousterian of Acheulian Tradition 
identification, James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



Anati, E.1986. The Mountain of God. New York: Rizzoli; fig. 160 



HK71a‐b‐c, Upper and Middle Paleolithic, BAC 



HK71: hutfloors; UP, BAC 
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK71: 3 flints in hutfloor  
‘equid head, female, geometric female’ 

Identification: James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK71: flint, ‘triangular geometric female, vague rotational zoomorphs’ 
Identification: James Harrod; photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 



HK71, Vista NW, back to base camp, Hellenistic temple’  
photo James Harrod; Emmanuel Anati Har Karkom Expedition, April 1996 




